
“YOU CAN’T ARREST AN IDEA” 
SHEILA PINKEL 

 
Glendale Library, Arts and Culture and ReflectSpace Gallery is proud to present “You Can’t Arrest an 
Idea,” an exhibition by Sheila Pinkel, that brings together an important selection of the artist’s social 
and political work never before shown together. Sheila Pinkel is an American visual artist, activist and 
educator who has been creating engaged political and socially conscious art for four decades. Her 
topics of inquiry are as varied as her techniques and approaches. A research-based artist, she employs 
data visualization, digital and medical technologies, photography, and Xerox machine works to make 
critical and ethical inquiries into often invisible but pressing issues of our times. Casting a wide net 
across multiple subject matters—from the military-industrial complex, nuclear industry, consumption, 
incarceration, environment, and others—Sheila Pinkel’s work is as ambitious as it is outspoken. “You 
Can’t Arrest an Idea” weaves many of these threads together to present a decades-long and 
unrelenting vision of an artist attempting to make the invisible visible in nature and in culture. 
 
“You Can’t Arrest an Idea,” an exhibition by Sheila Pinkel, runs from September 21 to November 2, 
2021 and is open to the public during regular library hours.  
 
 
About ReflectSpace 
ReflectSpace is an inclusive exhibition gallery designed to explore and reflect on major human 
atrocities, genocides, civil rights violations, and other social injustices. Immersive in conception, 
ReflectSpace is a hybrid space that is both experiential and informative, employing art, technology, 
and interactive media to reflect on the past and present of Glendale’s communal fabric and 
interrogate current-day global human rights issues. ReflectSpace is housed in Glendale Central Library 
and online at www.ReflectSpace.org.  
 
About Library, Arts & Culture 
Founded in 1907, the Glendale Library, Arts & Culture Department includes six neighborhood libraries 
as well as the Brand Library & Art Center, a regional visual arts and music library and performance 
venue housed in the historic 1904 mansion of Glendale pioneer Leslie C. Brand, and the Central 
Library, a 93,000 square foot center for individuals and groups to convene, collaborate and create. 
Now on the web at www.eGlendaleLAC.org, the Department also serves as the chief liaison to the 
Glendale Arts and Culture Commission which works to continually transform Glendale into an ever-
evolving arts destination. For more information contact Library, Arts & Culture at 818-548-2021 or 
LibraryInfo@glendaleca.gov. 
 

#### 
 

Exhibition Dates: 
September 21, 2021 –November 2, 2021 
 
Address/hours: 
ReflectSpace Gallery 
Glendale Central Library 
222 E. Harvard Street 



Glendale, CA 91205 
Mondays through Thursdays, 9am – 9pm 
Fridays and Saturdays, 9am – 6pm 
 
Press Contacts: 
Ara Oshagan 
aoshagan@glendaleca.gov 
Anahid Oshagan 
anoshagan@glendaleca.gov 
 
 


